
 

Source Packet for Lyda Moore Merrick (1890-1987) 

 

 “My father passed the torch to me, which I have never let go out.” 
 

I. Who was Lyda Moore Merrick?  
 

Lyda Moore Merrick was born in Durham, NC in 1890. 
She attended Scotia Seminary in Concord, NC, and 
then Fisk University (a prominent HBCU), where she 
graduated magna cum laude in 1911. She continued 
her education at Columbia University then returned to 
Durham where she taught piano, was engaged in the 
arts, and was active in community service. She was 
greatly admired and respected for her work with 
organizations such as the Federation of Negro 
Women’s Clubs and the Durham Colored Library’s 
Board of Directors. 
 
She was by birth and by marriage a member of two of 
North Carolina’s most prominent families. Dr. Aaron 
McDuffie Moore, her father and John Merrick, her 
father-in-law, were among the founders of the North 
Carolina Mutual in 1898 - the largest and one of the 
oldest Black-owned businesses in the United States. (James Shephard, also quoted in NC Freedom Park, was 
also a founder.) In 1888 her father, Dr. Moore, became the first Black physician in Durham. He went on to 
found Lincoln Hospital in 1901, which served the Black community during segregation. He also founded 
Durham’s Colored Library in 1913, and led the movement for the improvement of rural schools for Black 
children.  

Lyda Moore Merrick’s most important work was arguably as an advocate for the blind. Most notably, in 1952, 
she founded The Negro Braille Magazine (later named The Merrick/Washington Magazine for the Blind), the 
only national publication dedicated to the needs of blind Black persons. John Carter Washington, who was 
born blind and deaf, was a life-long friend who provided Mrs. Merrick inspiration. (Washington began life as a 
foundling, under the care of nurses at Lincoln Hospital where Lyda’s father worked. Dr. Moore brought the 
baby to Lyda’s home until a foster family could be found for him.) Their close friendship lasted for over sixty 
years. John inspired Lyda to think about ways of helping people who were blind. After founding the magazine, 
she served as editor for the next eighteen years. “My father passed a torch to me which I have never let go 
out. We are blessed to serve,” stated Mrs. Merrick in her ninety-second year. 

II. Source Evaluations 
 

A. Watch this short 1:30 min. video in which Durham artist Ayanna Albertson honors 
Lyda Moore Merrick’s spirit with a spoken word poem. 

• What words or phrases stand out to you from the poem? 
 
 

• What do you think is Ayanna Albertson’s intended message about Lyda Moore Merrick? What 
techniques does Ayanna Albertson use to convey this? 

 
 

• How are you left feeling about Lyda Moore Merrick after listening to this poem and why?  
 

 

• If you gave this poem a new title, what would it be? 

The women who helped build Durham’s Black Wall Street: 

Hattie E. Livas/ Lyda Moore Merrick/ Susie V. Gillie Norfleet/ 

Martha Merrick Donnell/ Bessie Alberta Johnson Whitted 

https://tinyurl.com/2p83ru4h  

https://tinyurl.com/2p83ru4h


 
B. Lyda Moore Merrick Obituary, February 15, 1987 

• List 3 interesting things you learned about Lyda Moore Merrick from her obituary. 

 

• In what ways did Lyda Moore Merrick have a positive impact on the community? 
 

 
 

• Choose a phrase from the obituary that you think best describe Lyda Moore Merrick. 
 
 

 

III. Quote: Consider Lyda Moore Merrick’s words that are inscribed in NC Freedom Park, “My father passed a 

torch to me which I have never let go out.” What message is she conveying? Why do you think the creators of 
NC Freedom Park selected this particular quote to include? What did they want us to know (about her, and/or 
about freedom generally?) 
 
 
 

IV. Discuss: 
• Based on everything you have analyzed and discussed, what five words or phrases would you use to 

describe Lyda Moore Merrick?   
 
 
 
• What about Lyda Moore Merrick do you find inspiring and why?  

 
 

 

• Why do you think Lyda Moore Merrick is included in Freedom Park? 
 
 
 

• What questions would you like to ask her if you could? 
 
 

 

• Why is Lyda Moore Merrick’s life story important, both now and for as well as for future generations? 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Fundraising Brochure for “The Merrick/Washington Magazine for the Blind” 

 
Source 

 
 

 

 

https://durhamcountylibrary.org/exhibits/slw/documents/Box31BrailleBrochure.pdf

