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The Loray Company is pre-
paring to open and maintain a
school for the benefit of the
children of its emplovees. The From an April 4, 1902
partitions will be removed from newspaper
one of the cottages and the room
ﬁt.ted up for ‘ .?‘c}mol purposes With a blooming population
};’Itll new dC.\_l\b‘dnd >'cat>‘. Miss settling at Loray, there was
ertha I.. Johnson, whose home
18 with the family of Chief En- MOre pressure fo'r the
oineer I.. A. States, has been company to provide
chosen to teach the school. necessary services like
She 1s an experienced teacher 1n | schools.
city schools, and a most accom-
plished lady. We trust, and )]
believe, that she will find her
work verv pleasant.




The Mill Mother’s Lament

* According to Ella May, what problems exist with
working in Loray Mill?

* How are these problems impacting workers’ lives,
particularly the lives of working mothers?

 What picture of mill work does this song paint
overall?

* What do you think Ella’s purpose was in writing this
song? What did she hope to accomplish? (Make sure
students not only discuss a higher wage, but also the
mention of unionizing.)

* What risks did Ella take by writing this song?

* Why do you think Ella is calling for a union? What do
you already know about unions?

ELLA MAY WIGGINS 09/17/1900 - 09/14/1929, “SHE DIED * How might the mill owners respond to this song?
CARRYING THE TORCH OF SOCIAL JUSTICE”, MARTYR . ) ]
OF THE 1929 LORAY MILLS STRIKE, GASTONIA, NC * What connection do you think this song and the

sentiments express have to the warm up image?




Workers Resist Efficiency Report
Recommendations

The stretchout started in February and
almost immediately workers protested
the new working conditions and their

hated mill manager, Gordon Johnstone.

Even after Johnstone left in August,
tensions between workers and
management continued to worsen.

—————— e
‘eavers of Loray Mills Go On i
C}a.stoma, N. C., March 6—%‘{"1.':5g
rlkmg weavers remained adamant
their refusal to return. to their
nsks today, officials of the Loray
ills here were inclined to deprecate
2tsit;};]kct angrexpressed the opinion
. c troubie w . 1
'.}hort 1 ould blow over in
he weavers went on strike v
ay with a demand for a restgfgtgn
wage scales and a reduction
e number of looms one map w
quired to operate. General
- A. Johnstone said only one depart-
ent of the mill was affected by the
Lrike. A conference vesierday be-
veen the strikers and mill officials
roltﬁz (1]1[) without an agreement being
ed: %, . ‘

There was no disorder
11 Tast ight order armfnd the |

as




The children of Ella May Wiggins, September 1929. From left: Albert, Myrtle,
baby Charlotte, Millie, Clyde.

Millican Pictorial History Museum



Discussion Stations

* What did you learn about working at Loray Mill based on this
guote?

* What might you infer this person wants?

* What additional questions do you have based on this excerpt in
general, and/or what questions would you like to ask this
particular mill worker?

* How do you think a mill owner may have responded and why?
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SIXTEEN STRIKERS AND ORGANIZERS
= | OF THE NATIONALTEXTILE WORKERS UNION ,
= | FACE DEATH AND LONG IMPRISONMEN

b DEFEAT THE BOSSES CONSDIRACY
| TO PREVENT ORGANIZING THE SOUTH




Smash the Murder Frame-up!
Defend the Gastonia Textile Workers!
14 SOUTHERN TEXTILE STRIKERS

(Members of the National Textile Workers Union)

CHARGED WITH MURDER FACE THE ELECTRIC CHAIR

DEFEND THE RIGHT OF THE SOUTHERN WORKERS TO ORGANIZE!
A mass Sacco-Vanzetti frame-up in Gastoma

orking class is challenged

e
U\\n!]ll r|’l = is defending these heroic

4 Southern Textile Workers shall not die—All must
1 at once.—Their ca your cause.

ds of dollars are needed to defend these militant

RUSH ALL FUNDS to the NATIONAL OFFICE of the

INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE
80 East 11th Street, New York, N. Y.




