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From an April 4, 1902 
newspaper

With a blooming population 
settling at Loray, there was 
more pressure for the 
company to provide 
necessary services like 
schools.



The Mill Mother’s Lament
• According to Ella May, what problems exist with 

working in Loray Mill?
• How are these problems impacting workers’ lives, 

particularly the lives of working mothers?
• What picture of mill work does this song paint 

overall? 
• What do you think Ella’s purpose was in writing this 

song? What did she hope to accomplish? (Make sure 
students not only discuss a higher wage, but also the 
mention of unionizing.)

• What risks did Ella take by writing this song?
• Why do you think Ella is calling for a union? What do 

you already know about unions?
• How might the mill owners respond to this song?
• What connection do you think this song and the 

sentiments express have to the warm up image?



Workers Resist Efficiency Report 
Recommendations

The stretchout started in February and 
almost immediately workers protested 
the new working conditions and their 
hated mill manager, Gordon Johnstone. 
Even after Johnstone left in August, 
tensions between workers and 
management continued to worsen.





Discussion Stations

• What did you learn about working at Loray Mill based on this 
quote? 
• What might you infer this person wants?
• What additional questions do you have based on this excerpt in 

general, and/or what questions would you like to ask this 
particular mill worker?
• How do you think a mill owner may have responded and why?






