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Who am I?







British Non-Importation Agreement, 1768

1. What kinds of financial problems 
were the colonists having?

2. Who were these “subscribers?”

3. Why would they boycott some 
imported items and not others?  
Would a partial boycott be 
effective?

4. How would you have responded 
to the agreement? Do you think 
this boycott would have 
widespread support? Why or 
why not?



1. What is the purpose of this 
broadside notice?

2. Do you think this kind of 
“publicity” would help or hurt 
the Patriots’ cause? Why?

3. How might shopkeepers and 
merchants react if  they were 
identified on this kind of 
public notice?

4. How would you respond if  
you saw the owners of your 
favorite shop on this list?





1. What do you see?
2. Who is in the picture?
3. Who do you think 

these people are?
4. What objects do you 

notice?
5. Where do you think 

they are?
6. Look at each person’s 

body language and 
facial expressions. What 
do you think is 
happening?

Source: https://thehermitage.com/andrew-jackson-prisoner-of-
war/



Source: Emily Geiger Chapter NSDAR, Bluffton, SC, 
https://www.emilygeigernsdar.org/emily-geiger



A. Confess and 

hope the Tories 

will take pity on 

you as a girl.

B. Lie about your 

mission and 

keep the secret.

C. Something else?

THINK FAST!
What would you do if you were Emily Geiger?

Source: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/47729/47729-h/images/ill_002.jpg





“Both boys and girls 
kept diaries and 

journals and wrote 
letters and memoirs 
that reported about 

the vents 
surrounding the birth 

of a new nation” 

~Emily E. Werner 
(xii).



u Born November 29, 1759 in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia to a 

wealthy family

u Joshua Winslow (father)  

descended from John 

Winslow (a founder of 

Plymouth Colony) and Mary  

Chilton (reportedly one of 

the first women to land at 

Plymouth Rock).

u John Winslow was a Loyalist, 

and he served as 

Commissary General over 

British troops in Nova Scotia.

Anna Green Winslow, Child Diarist



u In 1771, her family sends her to Boston to live with 

her aunt, Sarah Deming, who runs a finishing school. 

She also attends a  writing school run by famous 

writing instructor, Samuel Holbrook.

u She lives with her aunt from 1771-1773.

u Anna attends church at the Old South Meeting 

House (a.k.a. Old South Church).

u She writes a diary, documenting her daily activities–

schools, parties, fashion, and her encounters with 

children of elite families in the colonies.

u Diaries were public objects, not private ones. Anna 

mailed and shared her writing with her parents and 

her aunt.

Boston Bound!



“Her accounts of 
education, social 
events, reading, and 
daily work provide a 
picture of life in 
Boston for a young girl 
just prior to the 
American Revolution”

~Women’s History 
Blog

“Anna’s diary rarely 
mentioned politics 

directly, but she did 
record sermon notes that 

included veiled 
references to rebellion. It 

is clear that she had 
ambivalent feelings about 

the differing attitudes of 
Bostonians and Nova 

Scotians”

~New England Historical 
Society



Anna’s Diary as a Public Record

uIn 1894 (about 14 
years after Anna’s 
death), a woman named 
Alice Morse Earle 
publishes Anna’s diary.

uEarle includes notes 
about Anna’s family 
lineage as well as 
prominent people and 
historical events that 
Anna mentions in her 
diary.



� In 1761, a young girl from the 
Senegambia region of West 
Africa is kidnapped by slave 
traders and brought to Boston. 
She’s believed to be 7 or 8 years 
old.

� Upon her arrival, a wealthy 
merchant, John Wheatley, 
purchases the young girl to be a 
personal servant for his wife, 
Susannah.

� They name her “Phillis” after the 
ship she arrived on.

� Phillis quickly learns English. The 
Wheatle’’s daugther teaches her 
to read and write. Phillis also 
reads the Bible, as well as Greek 
and Latin texts.



Source: Boston Women’s Heritage Trail, https://bwht.org/wp-
content/uploads/ladieswalk_1774map.gif



To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 1768

Your subjects hope, dread, Sire—
The crown upon your brows may flourish long,
And that your arm may in your God be strong!
O may your septre num’rous nations sway,
And all with love and readiness obey!
But how shall we the British king reward!
Rule thou in peace, our father, and our lord!
Midst the remembrance of thy favours past,
The meanest peasants most admire the last*
May George, beloved by all the nations round,
Live with heav’ns choicest constant blessings crown’d!
Great God, direct, and guard him from on high,
And from his head let ev’ry evil fly!
And may each clime with equal gladness see
A monarch’s smile can set his subjects free!

* The repeal of the Stamp Act

Think about it:
1. What is the tone 

of the poem?
2. How does the 

speaker feel about 
King George, III? 
What words or 
phrases give you 
clues about her 
perspective?

3. What is she asking 
King George III to 
do?



Wheatley on Trial
u In 1772, a group of 17 of Boston’s 

elite male citizens (including John 

Hancock and British Royal Governor, 

Thomas Hutchinson) call Wheatley 

to defend the authorship of her 

poetry.

u Following an intense interrogation at 

the Old South Meeting House, the 

men write a statement (which later 

appears in her book) attesting that 

Phillis was, indeed, the author of her 

work.



uHer book, Poems on Various 
Subjects Religious and Moral, 
is published on September, 
1773, in England. 

u It’s the first book published 
by a Black woman in [what 
would become] the United 
States.

uFollowing a trip to England, 
funded by the Countess of 
Huntingdon, Wheatley returns 
to the Massachusetts colony 
and is freed by Susannah 
Wheatley.


