World War II on the Home Front – Rocky Mount, NC
Overview
Rocky Mount Mills can serve as a microcosm of how a factory and a community fared and adapted on the
home front during World War II. In this activity, students will utilize primary source excerpts from The Riverside
Bulletin, a newspaper published by Rocky Mount Mills during WWII, to gain a more localized understanding of
topics such as war time rationing, work force changes, patriotism, communication with soldiers, and more.
Materials
 Accompanying Power Point, available in the Database of K-12 Resources by searching the lesson title
o To view this PDF as a projectable presentation, save the file, click “View” in the top menu bar of the
file, and select “Full Screen Mode”
o To request an editable PPT version of this presentation, send a request to CarolinaK12@unc.edu
 Laptop, projector, and speakers (or other ability to project PPT and play audio clips for your class)
Duration
45+ minutes (varies, based on amount of student discussion)
Preparation
Students should have a basic understanding of World War II, as this activity is to provide supplemental
information on the home front, particularly how the employees and surround community of Rocky Mount
Mills contributed to the war effort.
Procedure
1. As a warm up, project slide 2 of the accompanying PPT and ask students to respond to the image pictured,
either in 3 minutes of writing or in a brief class discussion. Ask:
 What do you see/first notice?
 What symbols and visuals are included?
 What do you think the message and purpose of this poster is?
 When and where might you have seen it posted?
2. Once students have shared their thoughts with the class, move to slides 3 and 4 and share the information
provided. Let students know that in today’s activity, they will be continuing their study of World War II, but
with a specific focus on local history and how the home front of Rocky Mount Mills and surrounding
communities in particular experienced this period of time.
3. Move to slide 5 and pass out copies of the attached Riverside Bulletin as well as the attached
corresponding worksheet, “A Window into the Rocky Mount Homefront with The Riverside Bulletin.”
Students (either independently or in partners) should work though questions 1-6 while examining the
Bulletin. After around 15-20 minutes, bring the class together for a discussion in which students report
their observations and findings.
4. Next, utilize the remaining PPT slides (ending with slide 33) to lead students through the remainder of the
worksheet. Both the slides and the worksheet will encourage students to continue considering how Rocky
Mount Mills and surrounding areas in particular experienced the home front throughout World War II.
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5. As an optional culminating activity, students can be instructed to write a “mock” article for an issue of The
Riverside Bulletin. Students should use what they learned to assume the persona of a RMM employee or
Mill Village community member and write a brief post that they think could have realistically appeared in
the Bulletin. Topics can range from those covered in the PPT to new topics students realistically infer may
have been addressed. Teachers may want to assign students different years to write from, with the
possibility that their writing might be based on a variety of historical occurrences. Teachers could also
decide to allow students to write more social pieces in such a way that would be representative of the
time period, since the Bulletin included pieces such as this.
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Name: _______________________
A Window into the Rocky Mount Homefront with The Riverside Bulletin
INTRODUCTION TO RIVERSIDE BULLETIN: Skim through the issue of The Riverside Bulletin provided (No. 1, Vol.
5) and answer the following questions.
1. As you review the various articles and posts, what types of information does it seem The Riverside Bulletin
provides?

2. What needs do you think this publication filled during the years of World War II?

3. When reviewing the various sections and articles, note something you found interesting, surprising and/or
humorous.

4. Find 3 – 4 mentions of the war or related war issues and summarize what was shared below. Explain how
each would affect those on the home front and/or the soldiers on the front line.
-

5. The Riverside Bulletin included letters from soldiers on the front lines. What does the Bulletin seem to
mean to the soldiers and why do you think this is the case?

6. How does The Riverside Bulletin compare to how we get our news today? (Consider similarities and
differences.)

ROCKY MOUNT MILLS PRODUCTION: Read the section on page 1, “Order Forty-Eight Hour Week for Cotton
Mills Throughout Country” and answer:
7. What clues does this page offer in terms of the impact of war on the economy?
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8. Why do you think RMM needed to increase production?

9. Why was yarn a “vital part of the war program?” What types of products do you think were created from
yarn for the war?

LISTEN TO LO BOWEN DISCUSS HER EXPERIENCES AT RMM DURING WWII. She began working at RMM in
1945 as a 15-year-old.
10. According to her, what was the work like? Who was fulfilling the jobs at the Mills while most men were at
war?

WOMEN IN THE WORKFORCE
11. According to the article excerpt in the PPT “Women Doing Fine Job in Carding Dept.”, what types of jobs
were women filling at RMM during WWI?

12. Review these two clippings from The Riverside Bulletin. Based on these clues, how were women doing with
production at RMM during World War II?

RATIONING
13. What was rationing & why was it implemented during WWII?
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14. What types of things were rationed? What rations were mentioned in the Bulletin excerpts on the PPT and
in the copy you reviewed?

15. Of the items commonly rationed, which do you think would be most difficult to do without if it was
rationed today?

16. Based on the Bulletin excerpts in the PPT, how did employees of RMM feel about and handle rationing?

PATRIOTIC CITIZENS PITCH IN
17. What are some of the additional ways RMM employees and community members exhibited patriotism and
supported the war effort?

18. What were Victory Gardens and why were they important?

WAR BONDS
19. What were war bonds and why were they important to the war effort?

AFRICAN AMERICAN CONTRIBUTIONS
20. Despite the fact that World War II took place during Jim Crow, in what ways did African Americans
contribute to World War II in addition to all of the categories mentioned above?

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HOME
21. Why was communication to and from the armed forces so important during World War II? What
similarities and differences between then and now exist in communication?

THE END OF THE RIVERSIDE BULLETIN
22. Based on the various excerpts you have read from issues of The Riverside Bulletin, what role would you say
it played throughout the war years?
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