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Pauli Murray through her Oral History
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Murray on Durham’s “Racial Climate”
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“The terror of lynching was always in the background. The awareness of 
the Ku Klux Klan was always in the background…I suppose this awareness 
to a child of my generation grows with you just like almost a part of your 
body and your being. It’s hard to say when you become aware because you 
take it in all of the time.” 

~Pauli Murray



Leaving the South for New York
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“Underneath it all, I hated segregation so that all I wanted to do was 
get away from segregation. No more segregation for me. I was 15, but I 
knew. I had had enough.” ~Pauli Murray
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Murray on applying to UNC Grad 
School (1938)
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u “It was real fear – not disagreement    
with me on principal.”

u  

u 8 1 1 1 98 9 8 98 1 18 83
3 1 



Rejected by the University, and the 
NAACP
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15 Years Before Rosa Parks
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Howard University
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Howard University
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Applying to Harvard
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Denied at Harvard Based on Sex
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Murray provides the foundation for 
challenging Brown v. BOE
u C ) 1I L : C 6 O C

5 : C - B ( E EI9B : C B C
C B C E : : I I : IC L

u 7 I 1 BB : BB M9 9B N B L
A C C , C , . I: C C : B

:

u 47 C B L :B E   

“I’ve lived to see my lost causes found.”



The Fight Against “Jane Crow”
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The Fight Against “Jane Crow”
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Murray on Gender Discrimination 
and Women’s Liberation
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“The two meet in me.”



What did Pauli Murray do?
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Dark Testament – by Pauli Murray
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Murray’s Vision of America
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“I want to see America be what she 
says she is. And I consider it part of 
my responsibility to do that. It’s a 

kind of patriotism.”



Write a Letter to Pauli Murray
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