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Aiicle [ The Legislative Brauch
Section 1
= The United States Congress makes the laws.

= Congress is made up a House of Representatives and a .
Senate.

Section 2
= The United States House of Representatives is composed
of members from each state; each state has at least 1,and
the number of representatives is based on population.
= These representatives are elected by qualified voters in
their state.
= Members of the House of Representatives are elected to
2-year terms.
= Qualifications:
+ Must be at least 25 years old
+ Must live in the state elected to represent
+ Must have been a US citizen for at least 7 years
= Members of the House select a Speaker of the House, who
presides over them. . .

= The House of Representatives, alone, has the power to :
impeach federal officials. . | .
Section 3 | . =
= The United States Senate is composed of 2 members fro B

each state.
= These senatars are elected by.qualified voters in their state.
= Members of the Senate are elected to 6-year terms.

= Qualifications:

+ Must be at least 30

+ Must live in the state elected to represent

+ Must have been a US citizen for at least 9 years

The Vice President is president of the Senate, but votes
only to break a tie; the Senate elects a President Pro
Tempore to preside in the Vice President’s absence.

» The Senate tries all impeachment cases, and the
Vice President presides over these trials; however,
the Chief Justice of the United States presides over
impeachment trials of the President.

+ A person who is impeached and convicted is removed
from office, may never fill another federal office, and
can be prosecuted.

Section 4

State legislatures decide when and where to hold
Congressional elections.
The US Congress must meet at least once a year.

Section 5

A majority of the members of each house must be
present for a vote.

Each house makes its own rules, punishes its members for
poor behavior,and has the power to expel a member.
Each house must keep a journal of its proceedings.

When Congress is in session, neither house can adjourn
for more than 3 days.
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Section 6

= Members of Congress receive a salary.

= Members of Congress cannot be arrested in House or
Senate chambers.

= Members of Congress cannot be prosecuted for spoken
or written words relating to their duties.

= Members of Congress cannot hold a federal office while
serving in Congress.

Section 7
= All tax bills must originate in the House, but the Senate
may amend these bills.
= Bills passed by both houses are presented to the US
President; if the President signs a bill, it becomes a law; if
the President chooses not to sign a bill, it is sent back to
the house where it originated with objections.
« If 2/3 of both houses still approve the bill, it passes
despite the President’s objections.
« |f the President fails to return a bill to Congress within
10 days, excludingSufidays, it automatically becomes
alaw.
+ If Congress adjourns before 10 days pass, preventing
the President from returning-a bill, it does not become
a law; this is known as a pocket veto.
= All orders, resolutions, or votes that require the
agreement of the House'and the Senate must be
presented to'the President; if the President disapproves,
2/3 vote of both the House and the'Senate overrides the
President.
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Section 8
Congress has the power to perform the following duties:

= Determine and collect taxes

= Borrow money

= Regulate national and international trade

= Establish rules for naturalization, or rights to citizenship

= Print money, make coins, set their value, and punish
counterfeiters

s Establish post offices and post roads

= Encourage science and the arts by granting patents and
copyrights

= Set up federal courts

= Punish piracy and crimes committed at sea

s Declare war

= Raise and support military forces

= Raise and support a navy

= Establish rules for military forces

= Call on the National Guard to enforce laws and to
suppress rebellions

= Support, organize, arm, and discipline the National Guard

s Make all laws necessary and proper for carrying out its
Constitutional powers

Section 9
Congress.does not have the powerto'perform the following
acts:
= Migrate or import “such persons as any of the states now.
existing shall think propertoadmit”until 1808
= Suspend habeas corpus, unless required for public safety
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