"LL61 U1 17349 YOOI pue O£61 Ul

pajdope sem UO[INIISUOD) JUSLIND INQ “UOJU( UBdLBWY 3y} 03
aoueiBa||e Jeams 0} pue AISAB|S 3)1eUiLW||S O} S31e]S [|e palinbal
$3]e1S Palun 3Y) udym gog| Ul pade|dal Sem uojINyjIsuo)
SIYJ "suaz[id eujjoie) YHoN jo s3ybul diseq ay3 painsus pue
juswuiaAoh arels mau ay3 paulfino syybiy Jo uonesepag

S} pue 9// | JO UOIIN3IISUOY) BUI|OIRD) YHION 341 "3ILIS B St
£101S1Y S| Uf SUOIINIISUOD) DDIY3 pey Sey euyjoled YLoN

CYIE) TR TRy
10 ey . oy

Aiicle [: Decloation of Rights

The Declaration of Rights recognizes the “essential principles
of liberty and free government,” many of which are identified
in the Bill of Rights. Below are highlights selected from the
37 sections.

= Section 1:All persons are created equal and endowed
with “inalienable rights.”

= Section 6:Three branches of state government exist:
legislative, executive, and judicial.

= Section 15:Citizens of NC have the right to an education.

= Section 26: No individual will be excused from jury service
on account of “sex, race, color, religion, or natural origin.”

Adicle I[: Tie Legislotive Buanch
The legislative power lies in the General Assembly, which is
made up of a Senate and a House of Representatives.
The Senate .
= Senators are elected from 50 districts; each senator
represents approximately the same number of citizens.
= Senators are elected to 2-year terms.
*» Qualifications for Senate:
+ Must be at least 25 years old
* Must be a qualified voter in NC
* Must have lived in NC for at least 2 years
+Must have lived.inhis/herdistrict for at least 1 year

A

+ The Lieutenant Governor of NC presides as President
of the Senate, but votes only to break a tie; the
Senate elects a President Pro Tempore to serve in the
Lt. Governor’s absence.

+ The Senate tries all impeachment cases; however, the
Chief Justice of NC presides over impeachment trials
of the Governor or the Lt. Governor.

The House of Representatives

Members of the House are elected from 120 districts;
each member represents approximately the same
number of citizens.

Members of the House are elected to 2-year terms.
Qualifications for House:

+ Must be a qualified voter in NC

« Must have lived in his/her district for at least 1 year
Members of the House select a Speaker of the House,
who presides over them.
The House, alone, has the power to impeach a state
officer.

Powers and Duties of the NC General Assembly

Members of the General Assembly receive a salary.
Both houses keep a journal of their proceedings.

Each house determines if its members are qualified to
serve and have been fairly elected.

Bills can be introduced in either the Senate or the
House; bills passed by both houses are presented to the
Governor; if the Governor signs a bill, it becomes a law;
if the Governor does not approve the bill, it is sent back
with objections and a veto message.
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+ If 3/5 of both houses still approve the bill, it passes
despite the Governor's objections.

+ If the Governor fails to return a bill to Congress within
10 days, excluding Sundays, it automatically becomes
alaw.

+ If the General Assembly adjourns without a specified
day for reconvening or for more than 30 days before
the bill is returned, the Governor must ask them to
reconvene to consider the bill; if the Governor does
not ask them to reconvene, the bill shall become law
on the 40t day of adjournment.

= All revenue bills must be read three times on different
days and pass all three readings in each house.

Aiicle Ill: The Eseedtive Brauch

All North Carolina executive power is given to the Governor of
the State.
The Governor and the Lieutenant Governor of NC
= The Governorand the Lt. Governorare elected to 4-year
terms,.
= The'Governor and the Lt.Governor are elected by the
qualified voters of NC.
= Qualifications for Governor and Lt. Governor:

+ Must be at least 30 <mmﬂrm_hm

+ Must be a.US citizen for at'teast 5 years

+ Mustbe a NC resident for at ._M.mem years immediately

pfior to election
»_The newly elected Governor and Lt. Governor t n
Oath of Office. N
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* The Governor and the Lt. Governor are limited to 2
consecutive terms of office.
= If the Governor leaves or is removed from office, the Lt.
Governor becomes Governor.
Duties of the Governor
= The Governor reports to the General Assembly on the
affairs of the State.
The Governor recommends a budget.
The Governor ensures that the laws of the US and NC are
faithfully executed.
The Governor is Commander-in-Chief of the state’s
military forces, except when these forces are called into
service by the US.
= The Governor has the power to grant reprieves and
pardons.
= The Governor nominates and appoints state officers with
the Senate’s consent.
Other Elected Officers in NC
= The Council of State is composed of a Secretary of State,
a State Auditor, a Superintendent of Public Instruction,
an Attorney General,a Commissioner of Agriculture, a
Commissioner of Labor, and a Commissioner of Insurance:
= These individuals are elected by qualified votersiof NCto
4-year terms.
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