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History of the KKK
� The Ku Klux Klan was formed as a social club by a group of                                                                 

Confederate veterans in Pulaski, TN in the winter of 1865-66. 
� They dressed in robes and sheets, intended to prevent                                               

identification by the occupying federal troops & to frighten blacks.
� The Klan quickly became a terrorist organization in service of the Democratic Party 

(of the 1860s) and white supremacy.
� Between 1869 and 1871 its goal was to destroy Congressional Reconstruction by 

intimidating and murdering blacks and white sympathizers who were either active in 
Republican politics or educating black children.

� The Klan burned churches and schools and drove thousands of people out of their 
homes. 

� Because local law enforcement officials were unable or unwilling to stop the Klan, 
Congress passed the Force Bill in 1871, giving the federal government the power to 
prosecute the Klan. Dedicated prosecutors managed to win convictions and break 
up Klan activity. Although relatively few people were punished, federal action did 
put an end to most Klan activities at that time.

� Source: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_org_kkk.html

Why do you think the Klan was formed and so active in this particular time period?

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_org_kkk.html


History of the KKK
� William J. Simmons, a former Methodist preacher, organized a new Klan in Stone 

Mountain, Georgia in 1915. 
� This new Klan directed its activity against not just blacks, but immigrants, Jews, and 

Roman Catholics. 
� The Ku Klux Klan grew rapidly from there and had more than two million members 

throughout the country by the mid-1920s. 
� D.W. Griffith's film THE BIRTH OF A NATION, which glorified the Klan and denigrated 

blacks, was used as a recruiting tool.
� Although the Klan still reverted to burning crosses, torturing and murdering those 

whom they opposed, the organization also became a powerful political force in the 
1920s. Many state public officials throughout the nation were members. 

� Eventually the organization was weakened by disagreements among the leadership 
and because of public criticism of Klan violence. 

� By 1944 the Ku Klux Klan had lost most of its influence and membership. However, it 
was revived during the Civil Rights era and continues today as a small organization 
that continues to stage demonstrations in favor of white supremacy and 
fundamentalist Christian theology.

Why do you think the KKK experienced a revival during the Civil Rights Era?





Tabor City Tribune 7-26-50 
Ku Klux Klan Here On Saturday Night

At exactly 9:22 last Saturday night, the much discussed Southern Society of the 
Ku Klux Klan made an infamous tour through Tabor City with some 30-odd cars and with 
three to four occupants in each vehicle.  

The trek wound around through the colored sections as well as down the main 
streets of town, sirens blew and some blank shots were fired.  All in all it appeared that 
the KKK was putting on some kind of a recruiting drive, but in the meantime they 
monopolized the streets, created a general confusion, caused many persons to believe 
there was a fire including some firemen, and then after gathering their forces departed in 
the general direction of Loris.  It is said that the police department in that town escorted 
the parade through the city.

In Tabor City, no effort was made to stop them or to encourage them and so far 
as is known no violence occurred.

The marauders were believed to be largely South Carolinians and almost every 
car carried a South Carolina license.  The occupants wore their traditional robes but most 
of them had their hoods pushed back off their face in an effort to keep within the law’s 
ruling that no hooded gangs may operate.

Many local citizens were considerably disturbed by the demonstration, and it is 
understood that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been notified that the Klan is 
operating in this area and that they have been asked to intercede should any incident 
occur of a lawless nature that could not be handled by law enforcement.





“In this democratic country, there’s no place for an organization 
of the caliber of the Ku Klux Klan which made a scheduled parade 
through our streets last Saturday night.  Any organization that has to 
work outside the law is unfit for recognition in a country of free men.  
Saturday’s episode, although without violence, is deplorable, a black eye 
to our area and an admission that our law enforcement is inadequate. 
Sanctioning of their methods of operation is practically as bad as if you 
rode in their midst.  It takes a united front to combat lawlessness.  It 
takes all the law abiding people as a unit to discourage and combat a Ku 
Klux Klan that is totally without law.  The Klan, despite its Americanism 
plea, is the personification of Fascism and Nazism.  It is just such 
outside-the-law operations that lead to dictatorships through fear and 
insecurity. The Klan bases its power on fear and hate of one’s fellowman 
and not through love, understanding, and the other principles upon 
which God would have us live together.” 

~Horace Carter



Examine the political 
cartoon then answer:

1. What message is the 
cartoonist trying to 
convey?

2. How would Horace 
Carter respond to this 
cartoon?

3. How would Thomas 
Hamilton respond to 
this cartoon?

Source: 
http://americainclass.org/sources/becomingmoder
n/divisions/text1/politicalcartoonsklan.pdf


