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Answer the Call

(}oin the NAVY




“The United States never broke a
treaty with a foreign government and
never kept one with the Indians.”

~Will Rogers, American Humorist and
Cherokee Indian
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The Native American Response

 Many Native Americans were eager to join the war
effort (con’t)

— Papago Native Americans memorized a few English
phrases and learned to write their names.

— Navajos organized remedial English training centers on
their reservations to help them qualify for service.

— The entire Santa Fe Native American School football team
volunteered for the military after the 1942 homecoming
game.
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The Native American Response

 About 40,000 Native Americans left reservations,
many for the first time, to find jobs in the defense
industry.




The Native American Response

e 2,500 Navajos helped construct the Fort Wingate
Ordnance Depot in New Mexico.

* Pueblo Native Americans helped build the Naval
Supply Depot in Utah.

 Alaskan Native Americans were involved in territorial
defense.
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