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n Zionism - Political	movement	founded	in	the	late	
19th century	that	stated	the	need	for	a	Jewish	
homeland	in	Palestine

nDiaspora - the	movement,	migration,	or	
scattering	of	a	people	away	from	an	established	
or	ancestral	homeland

nPogrom – an	organized	massacre,	esp.	of	Jews.
nMandate - a	commission	given	to	a	nation	to	
administer	the	government	and	affairs	of	a	
former	Turkish	territory	or	German	colony.



n It	is	important	to	remember	that	although	the	
Ottomans	were	Muslims,	they	were	of	Turkish
ethnicity

nMany	of	the	people	they	were	ruling	were	
Muslim	Arabs (Jordan,	Saudi	Arabia,	Iraq,	etc)

nWhat	was	the	major	religion	in	Britain?



• Remember	that	during	WWI	
the	British	and	Ottoman	Empire	
were	enemies.
• Green	area	is	the	Ottoman	
Empire	in	1914



n An	exchange	of	letters	
(July	14,	1915	to	
January	30,	1916)	
during	World	War	I	
between:
n Husayn bin	Ali	aka	Sherif
Hussein	– the	Sharif	of	
Mecca

n Sir	Henry	McMahon	the	
British	High	
Commissioner	in	Egypt



nConcerned	the	future	political	status	of	the	Arab	
lands	under	the	Ottoman	Empire.	The	Arab	side	
was	already	looking	toward	a	large	revolt	
against	the	Ottoman	Empire	and	the	British	
encouraged	the	Arabs	to	revolt	and	thus	hamper	
the	Ottoman	Empire.

nMany	Arab	leaders	agreed	to	work	with	the	
British	against	the	Ottomans	during	WWI.

nWhy	do	you	think	the	Arabs	decided	to	work	with	
British	Christians	instead	of	Turkish	Muslims?



n Important	Letter	dated	Oct	24,	1915
n I	am	authorized	to	give	you	the	following	pledges	
on	behalf	of	the	Government	of	Great	Britain,	
and	to	reply	as	follows	to	your	note: That	subject	
to	the	modifications	stated	above,	Great	Britain	
is	prepared	to	recognize	and	uphold	the	
independence	of	the	Arabs	in	all	the	regions	lying	
within	the	frontiers	proposed	by	the	Sharif	of	
Mecca



n One	area	that	was	not	specifically	discussed	in	the	letters	
was	Palestine.

n Many	Arabs	regarded	Palestine	as	part	of	Syria,	not	a	
separate	state	or	country.

n McMahon	felt	that	he	never	promised	Palestine	to	the	
Arabs
n “I	feel	it	my	duty	to	state,	and	I	do	so	definitely	and	

emphatically,	that	it	was	not	intended	by	me	in	giving	this	
pledge	to	King	Hussein	to	include	Palestine	in	the	area	in	
which	Arab	independence	was	promised.		I	also	had	every	
reason	to	believe	at	the	time	that	the	fact	that	Palestine	was	
not	included	in	my	pledge	was	well	understood	King	Hussein.”

n This	confusion	will	have	a	great	impact	after	WWI.		Why?



n 1916
n Secret	agreement	b/w	

British	and	French	to	
divide	up	Ottoman	
Empire

n Some	areas	promised	to	
Sherif Hussein	were	given	
to	the	French

n What	modern	day	
country	on	the	map	is	
shaded	dark	purple?



n 1917
n A	statement	of	official	British	Policy	that	supported	a	Jewish	state	in	

Palestine
n “Dear	Lord	Rothschild,

I	have	much	pleasure	in	conveying	to	you,	on	behalf	of	His	Majesty's	
Government,	the	following	declaration	of	sympathy	with	Jewish	Zionist	
aspirations	which	has	been	submitted	to,	and	approved	by,	the	Cabinet:
‘His	Majesty's	Government	view	with	favour the	establishment	in	Palestine	
of	a	national	home	for	the	Jewish	people,	and	will	use	their	best	endeavours
to	facilitate	the	achievement	of	this	object,	it	being	clearly	understood	that	
nothing	shall	be	done	which	may	prejudice	the	civil	and	religious	rights	of	
existing	non-Jewish	communities	in	Palestine,	or	the	rights	and	political	
status	enjoyed	by	Jews	in	any	other	country’.
I	should	be	grateful	if	you	would	bring	this	declaration	to	the	knowledge	of	
the	Zionist	Federation.
Yours	sincerely
Arthur	James	Balfour”



nTraditionally	displaced	people
nFaced	anti-Semitic	violence	in	Europe	and	
Russia

nSome	Jews	thought	would	never	truly	be	free	
and/or	safe	without	their	own	homeland

nWave	of	19th century	nationalism



nBiblical	Jewish	homeland
nKingdom	of	Israel	(1050	BCE	to	930	BCE)
nMajor	historical	events	that	forced	Jews	out	of	
Israel
n Babylonian	Captivity	(586	BCE	– 538	BCE)

n Returned	to	Israel	after

n Jewish	Diaspora	(70CE	– 135CE)
n Romans	crushed	a	Jewish	rebellion	and	sold	many	
people	into	slavery	



1. Hussein-McMahon	Correspondence
n Independent	Arab	states

2. Sykes-Picot	Agreement
n French	and	British	controlled	states	with	some	
room	for	Arab	independence

3. Balfour	Declaration
n Palestine	should	be	a	Jewish	state



nOttomans	defeated
nThe	former	Ottoman	Empire	is	given	to	France	
and	Britain	under	a	mandate	system.

nThe	idea	was	that	the	French	and	British	
would	hold	these	areas	until	the	people	living	
in	them	were	ready	for	self-government.	

nThe	British	and	French	redrew	the	Middle	East	
map	without	any	concern	for	the	people	living	
there.



This	is	how	many	Arabs	viewed	
the	new	Middle	East

This	is	how	the	Europeans	drew	
the	borders



nMany	Arabs	were	upset	
by	the	broken	promises	
of	the	British	and	they	
rebelled.

n To	help	offset	Arab	
anger,	the	British	made	
Faisal	(Sherif	Hussein’s	
son)	king	of	Iraq.



n The	British	split	the	
Palestinian	mandate	with	
the	idea	of	giving	part	of	it	
to	the	Zionists	for	a	Jewish	
homeland.

n They	also	wanted	to	pay	
back	Abdullah,	Faisal’s	
brother,	because	he		helped	
the	British	during	WWI

n The	new	country	was	called	
Transjordan	– Abdullah	was	
made	king

n Today	its	called	Jordan



n Jews	kept	emigrating	to	
Palestine	after	WWI	
hoping	that	the	British	
would	fulfill	the	Balfour	
Declaration

n Arabs	became	
increasingly	upset,	they	
saw	this	as	an	invasion



n Many	Arabs	staged	
violent	riots	opposing	the	
creation	of	a	Jewish	state	

n The	British	responded	by	
issuing	the	“Churchill	
White	Paper	of	1922”
n This	tried	to	calm	Arab	

fears	of	a	Jewish	takeover
n Also	tried	to	explain	the	

partition	of	Palestine	–
n Palestine	for	Jews
n Transjordan	for	Arabs

Jewish	Home	After	Riots



n The	British	failed	to	
protect	Jews	from	Arab	
violence

n They	responded	by	
forming	their	own	
military	organizations
n Haganah



n Arabs	continue	to	revolt
nMore	and	more	Jews	
begin	to	fight	back

n This	just	adds	gasoline	
to	a	burning	fire



n As	Jewish	immigration	
increase	in	the	1930’s	
due	to	anti-Semitic	
persecution	in	Europe,	
the	Arabs	increased	
their	attacks.

n Britain	issued	another	
White	Paper	in	1939	
which	limited	Jewish	
immigration	and	voided	
the	Balfour	Declaration.



n Establishment	of	an	
Arab	state	in	Palestine

n Limited	Jewish	
immigration	to	75,000	
people	over	5	years

n After	5	years,	no	more	
Jewish	immigration	
without	Arab	consent



n This	declaration	
appeased	some	Arabs,	
but	many	wanted	all	
the	Jews	out	of	
Palestine.

n Jews	all	over	the	world	
were	upset	– promises	
were	broken.

n Jews	also	had	no	where	
to	flee	Nazi	persecution	
in	Europe.



nWWII	begins	on	
September	1,	1939.

n The	Palestinian	
question	is	put	on	hold	
by	the	British

nMany	Jews	continue	to	
immigrate	to	Palestine	
in	opposition	to	the	
1939	White	Paper



nThe	British	made	promises	to	many	people	
and	broke	those	promises

nThe	British	ignored	any	input	from	Arabs	
when	redrawing	the	borders

nThis	fostered	resentment	between	Arabs,	
Jews,	and	the	British

nThe	British	failed	to	stabilize	the	area	they	
controlled	and	protect	the	inhabitants	from	
violence
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