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Power Point to accompany “The Journey of Reconciliation, 1947” lesson plan, available in the Database of K-

12Resources.

-To view this PDF as a projectable presentation, save the file, click “View” in the top menu bar of the file, and

select “Full Screen Mode”

-To request an editable PPT version of this presentation, send a request to CarolinaK12@unc.edu




Who Am L?

A black woman refuses to surrender her seat to
white passengers and move to the back of the
bus she is on. She is arrested and convicted of
violating a law requiring racial segregation.
What is the name of the woman? Bonus points
if you also can cite the year.
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On July 16, 1854, schoolteacher Elizabeth Jennings
Graham successfully challenged racist streetcar policies in New York
City.

On April 24, 1867, African Americans in Richmond, Virginia
organized protests against the privately-operated company that
refused to allow them to ride its horse-drawn streetcars.

In 1883, as teacher Ida B. Wells traveled by train from Memphis to
Woodstock, Tennessee, she refused when told to move to a
different car because of her race. She was forced off the train, to the
cheers of white passengers. She continued her fight by writing
about the event and suing.

On June 7, 1892 Homer Plessy (as part of a pre-organized initiative,
purchased a first-class ticket and took a seat in the whites-only car,
resulting in the Supreme Court’s infamous Plessy v. Ferguson case.




1947 CORRE & FOR Lannncl Thie

Journey of Reconciliation

In 1947, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and the Fellowship of
Reconciliation (FOR) decided to informally test the law in four states.

The Journey of Reconciliation left Washington, D.C., on April 9, with one
group of eight white and black activists on a Greyhound bus and another
interracial group : | e = l]
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JOURNEY OF
RECONC.I.I...IAT ION

In 1947 the Congress of Racial

E%uallty & local citizens. black &

white, protested bus segregation.
Setting out from Washington, D.C.
freedom riders” tested compliance
with a US. Supreme Court ruling
barring segregation on interstate
buses. On April 13, riders arrived
at the local bus station then twenty
l‘gm'ds W. A mob attacked one rider.
our others were arrested and sen-~
tenced to 30 days on chain gangs.
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“l often wonder whether we do
not rest our hopes too much upon
constitutions, upon laws, and upon courts.
These are false hopes; believe me, these are
false hopes. Liberty lies in the hearts of men
and women; when it dies there, no
constitution, no law, no court can saveit...”

~Judge Learned Hand



