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A “Counter Revolution:” The Fight 
Against Segregated Dining







SEGREGATION



Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFQ3ZCAgAA0&feature=emb_logo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFQ3ZCAgAA0&feature=emb_logo






“What occurred on February 1, 1960 was 
not the result of a casual dormitory conversation 
on the campus of A. and T. College. February 1, 
1960 was the culminating point of an idea 
rigorously thought through, meticulously 
researched, and enthusiastically debated and 
refined by a handful of courageous young Black 
women on the campus of an all-woman’s college 
where learning and social activism were 
inextricably intertwined and endorsed.” (Source)

https://socialism.com/fs-article/hidden-from-history-bennett-college-women-and-the-greensboro-sit-ins/




• On February 5, about 300 students were now sitting-in at 
Woolworth’s. Tensions were high and students feared 
being jailed or kicked out of school. 

• By February 6, witnesses estimate there were nearly 1,000 
protesters and observers filling Woolworth’s. 

• The sit-ins had spread to the nearby Kress department 
store, bringing downtown Greensboro to a virtual 
standstill. 

• With the crowd at Woolworth’s growing increasingly 
hostile, it was announced at 1:00 in the afternoon that the 
store was closing due to a bomb threat. Kress closed early 
as well.

The Greensboro Sit-In: Feb. 5-6, 1960



Young people demonstrating in Chapel Hill .

The Movement Spreads

• The Greensboro Sit-In ignited a 
wave of student sit-ins across 
the South. 

• Young people in more than 100 
Southern cities challenged 
segregation in restaurants, 
parks, pools, theaters, libraries, 
etc., with over 3,600 of them 
being arrested for the simple act 
of sitting. 

• Even in Northern cities, where 
segregation had long ago been 
fought and won, picket-line 
sprung up at Woolworth and 
Kress stores.



• On February 7, A & T students voted to suspend 
demonstrations, trying in good faith to give city and store 
officials an opportunity to work things out. 

• The negotiations failed, and students resumed the protests 
at Kress and Woolworth’s. 

• When the college students left for summer recess, Dudley 
High School students took their place. 

• Throughout the sit-ins, participants were often threatened, 
sprayed with food, burned with cigarettes, and tormented in 
unimaginable ways. However, never did they respond with 
violence. 

The Greensboro Sit-In: 
Feb. 7, 1960 – Summer, 1960



The Greensboro Sit-In: July 26, 1960
• On July 26, 1960, they won their peaceful fight when the 

store managre agreed to integrate Woolworth’s lunch 
counter.

• The simple, yet courageous act of sitting down to eat, by 
four students, was the catalyst that ignited a decade of 
revolt. 

• Within two months the Sit-in Movement had spread to 54 
cities in 9 states, including Nashville  and Atlanta. 

• Students had discovered the power of direct action, and a 
new generation came alive to transform the Civil Rights 
Movement.



The “End” of Legalized Segregation

• Thanks to the brave people that stood up to segregation 
– many of them young people - by 1968 the Supreme 
Court had declared all forms of segregation 
unconstitutional. 

• By 1970, formal racial discrimination was declared 
illegal in school systems, businesses, the American 
military services and the government. Separate 
bathrooms, water fountains and schools all 
disappeared. 

• The sit-ins and these subsequent rulings did not mark 
the end of the Civil Rights Movement, however – many 
believe the fight continues today.



Honoring History
In 1995, an 8-foot section of the Woolworth counter and four stools went on 
permanent display at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of 
American History.

On Feb. 1, 2010, the International Civil Rights Center & Museum 
opened in Greensboro, marking the 50th anniversary of the Greensboro 
Sit-Ins.


